s 

WE  fcldom  meet  with  a  man  whe  doubts  or  dfres  to  dip 
pute  the  utility  of  trade ;  hut  if  vje  look  ottiihe  fate  of 
Tyre  and  Sidon^  Corinth^  and  Carthage^  we  Jhall  not  have 
fo  high  an  opinion  of  ity  ftnce  it  brought  on  all  of  them  their 
ruin;  and  the  wretched  prefent  ft  ate  of  Venice^  Cologne^  and 
Antwerp^  which  were  all  within  tbefe  two  centuries  very  com¬ 
mercial^  prove  the  inft ability  of  trade. 

But  to  bring  this  reafoning  more  home  to  ourfelves^  notwith- 
■ftanding  that  our  produdlions  amount  annually  to  a  very  confide- 
ruble  fum^  we  have  found  means  long  before  the  late  war^  not 
only  to  get  rid  of  it,  but  to  have  an  immenfe  balance  againft  us; 
focieties  therefore  to  encourage  arts  and  manufactures  were  en¬ 
tered  into,  but  after  a  rapid  progrefs  they  were  dropped  on  the  re¬ 
peal  of  the  Stamp  Adi,  and  with  the  return  of  the  prefent  peace, 
though  attended  by  Independence,  our  former  luxury  was  again 
revived  ;  ftnce  which  our  merchants  are  importing  an  inunda¬ 
tion  of  goods  from  all  Europe,  but  which  we  are  unable  to  pay 
for,  the  confequence  of  which  begins,  and  will  be  more feverely  • 
felt. 

The  profejfton  of  a  merchant  is  trade,  they  confult  their  own 
inter  eft  ;  but  it  is  the  Legiftature  only  which  can  check  and  prohibit 
an  intemperate,  impolitic,  and  luxurious  commerce,  and  there¬ 
fore,  for  the  exeriim  offueb  power  and  authority,  the  following 
Jheets  are  infer  ibed  to  the  Legift at  tires  of  the  refpedive  States  : 

If  they  arc  found  confftent  with  truth  and  right  reafon,  they 
claim  their  attention ;  if  otherwife  Idejire  they  may  be  fupprejfed, 
as  my  intention  is  not  to  propagate  error,  but  to  remove  it ;  but 
if  I  have  failed  in  my  deftgn,  I  at  leaft  have  the  pleafiire  that  I 
wrote  as  an  independent  enquirer  after  truth  and  right  reafon, 
and  to  enforce  it ;  not  from  the  vanity  of  being  an  author,  or  th€ 
moft  diftant  deftre  of  any  emdument  whatever. 


A  CITIZEN. 


The  Commercial  Conduct  of  the  United 
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S^tes  of  America  confidered,  &c. 


The  many  difSculties  and  diftreffes  thattbefe  States  have 
laboured  under,  our  prifons  crowded  with  debtors, 
the  eftates  of  many  felling  by  execution  from  under  their  feet, 
to  fatisfy  very  trifling  debts,  and  the  cries  of  all  ranks  of 
people  among  us  for  money,  from  whence  fiach  a  complication 
of  mifery  and  misfortune  was  derived,  is  a  matter  that  I 
thought  worthy  of  enquiry,  as  alfp  to  coniider  of,  and  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  point  put  a  remedy  for  thofe  evils  j  but  the  un¬ 
happy  difpute  between  Grcat-Britain  and  America  foon  after 
taking  place,  and  which  ended  in  a  war,  attended  with  all 
commercial  intercourfe  being  cut  oiF,  but  peace  being  re- 
ftored,  and  the  Independence  of  North-America  acknow¬ 
ledged,  I  have  refolved  to  refume  my  former  intentions,  and 
to  endeavour  to  point  out  our  mifliakcn  commercial  purfuits  ; 
but  if  I  fail  in  the  attempt,  I  fliall  have  the  pleafing  teflimony 
that  i  wrote  with  a  good  intentipn,  being  no  other  than  that 
of  ferving  my  country. 

E/r/?.  Then  I  would  obferve  that  it  is  generally  laid  dowu 
as  a  felf  evident  propofition,  that  trad^  i$  the  road  to,  and 
fountain  of  riches,  of  this  very  few  among  us  ever  fo  much 
as  doubted,  and  therefore  every  man  that  has  it  in  his  power 
turns  merchant,  but  whether  in  fuch  their  commercial  pur^ 
fuits  they  ferve  themfelvcs  or  their  country,  or  whether  it  has 
not  a  direct  contrary  efFc£l:  on  both,  is  what  I  alfo  mean  to 
confider  in  the  following  pages. 

We  have  many  merchants  whofe  trade  is  altogether  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  frW  whence  they  import  every  kind  of  its  manufactures, 
of  which  I  have  often  known  above  fifty  thouland  pounds  fter- 
ling  arrive  in  a  fingle  Ihip,  the  greatcfl:  part  of  which  are  fo-^ 

reign 


^elgn  linens  and  Afiailc  iiianufa61;urcs,  but  taking  in  all  the 
iports  of  Great-Britain,  and  thofe  of  foreign  countries,  this 
Continent  did  for  feveral  years  before  the  war  import  above 
(three  millions  fterling  per  annum,  and  fince  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace  our  importation  has  been  greater  than  ever,  for  now 
bill  Europe  pours  in  like  a  flood  her  luxuries  upon  us.  In 
ithis  vaft  importation  the  people  rejoice  upon  the  fame  prin- 
‘ciple  that  the  Portuguefe  do,  v'ho  think  that  their  great  im- 
jportation  is  a  mark  of  their  riches,  when  it  is  exports  alone 
lihat  make  a  country  rich,  and  imports  that  impoverilh  it  \ 
and  that  all  our  bread  and  flour,  beef,  pork,  liorfes,  fifh, 
lumber,  fur,  pot-afh,  rice,  indigo,  &c.  are  not  able  to  keep 
us  out  of  debt,  I  think  the  Legiflature  and  every  merchant 
muft  be  fully  convinced  of,  or  we  fhould  not  be  millions  in 
debt  to  Europe  as  wc  at  prefent  are,  and  this  is  the  reafon 
that  we  are  not  able  to  keep  any  money  among  us,  for  hlver 
and  gold  imported  for  our  provifions  and  produ£fions  cannot 
ftay  here,  whilft  there  is  fo  great  a  balance  in  Europe  again!*: 
us,  it  not  being  made  ours,  is  therefore  no  increafe  of  our 
wealth :  The  only  way  of  keeping  filver  and  gold  in  thefe 
States  is,  by  confuming  lefs  of  foreign  commodities  than 
iwhat  our  ov/n  commodities  will  araoiHit  to,  for  then  whatever 
ithe  balance  is,  it  is  certainly  our  own,  and  will  ftay  in  the 
j States;  but  our  provifions  and  other  produce  not  being  by 
any  means  equal  to  our  vafl  imports,  our  money  muft  go,  and 
this  is  the  real  and  only  caufc  of  our  diftreftes  which  We  have 
and  do  now  labour  under,  but  I  will  wnth  a  little  variation 
better  illuftrate  this  by  a  quotation  from  Mr.  Locke. 

Let  us  fuppofe  Statcn-Ifland  one  farm,  and  that  the  owner, 
befides  what  ferves  his  family,  carries  to  New- York,  beef, 

I  pork,  corn,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  all  commodities  produced 
•from  his  farm,  to  the  value  of  one  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
and  for  this  brings  home  from  New-York,  in  rum,  fugar, 
wine,  cloth,  illk,  muflin,  tea,  &:c.  to  the  value  of  nine 
I  hundred  pounds,  and  the  remaining  one  hundred  pounds  in 
i  money ;  it  is  evident  he  grovvs  every  year  one  hundred  pounds 
but  if  the  owner  be  a  better  hufband,  and  contenting 
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himfelf  with  his  native  commodities,  buys  no  filk,  muflin  or 
tea,  he  will  bring  home  five  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  in 
Head  as  in  the  firll  inflance  of  having  favcd  in  ten  years  ont 
thoufand  pounds,  he  will  now  have  fayed  in  the  fame  time  five 
tboufand. 

He  dies  and  his  fon  fuceeeds  to  the  cftate,  but  being  a  faA 
fhionable  gentleman,  he  mud:  have  his  wines  from  France, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  See.  he  cannot  drink  the  malt  liquor  of 
liis  own  country,  biit  mud:  have  it  from  Europe ;  the  linen 
made  of  his  own  flax  is  homefpun,  he  therefore  cannot  en¬ 
dure  it,  but  fupplies  himfelf  from  Holland  and  Ireland  ;  he  can¬ 
not  fleep  in  a  bed  with  his  own  linen  and  fluff  furniture,  but 
mufl  have  it  of  chintz,  whch  is  more  genteel  ;  and  nothing 
but  a  China  damafle  is  fit  for  a  morning  gown  for  him  to  wear, 
by  this  means  he  foonfpends  the  ready  money  his  father  had 
faved  for  him:  The  produce  of  his  farni  fl:iil  goes  to  market, 
and  though  it  fells  for  a  thoufand  pounds,  that  will  not  fupply 
his  luxurious  wants;  he  brings  home  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
in  rum,  fiigar,  fpice,  filks,  gauze,  and  a  great  variety  of  In¬ 
dia  goods ^  he  lives  wirh  the  appearance  of  fplcndor,  but  grows 
every  year  five  hundred  pounds  poorer  ;  he  is  arrefled,  judg¬ 
ment  and  execution  is  awarded  againft  bin:,  his  farm  is  fold, 
ai;d  his  body  fliut  up  in  prifon^  ' 

The  condufl  of  a  Angle  farmer,  and  of  theie  States,  differ 
in  this  rcfpefl  no  more  than  greater  and  lefs ;  for  it  is  certain 
as  in  the  above  inflance,  that -we  may  trade  and  be  bufy  and 
grow  poor  by  it,  unlefs  we  regulate  our  expences  ;  but  if  the 
virtuous  and  provident  way  of  living  of  our  anceflors,  who 
were  content  v^rithour  own  native  conveniences  of  life,  without 
the  coflly  itch  after  the  materials  of  pride  and  luxury  from 
abroad,  were  brought  in  fafliion  and  countenance  among  us, 
this  alone  would  do  more  to  keep  and  increafe  our  wealth  than 
all  the  help  ih2.i paper  money  can  afford  us;  it  is  with  a  State 
as  with  a  family,  {pending  lefs  than  our  commodities  will  pay 
for,  is  the  only  way  for  thefe  States  to  grow  rich,  and  when 
that  is  once  ferioufly  fet  about  by  the  refpedlive  Legillatures, ; 
we  certainly  fliall  have  no  need  of  paper  money ^  our  commo¬ 
dities 
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dines  will  fo on  bring  us  a  balance  of  gold  and  filvcr,  but  till 
this  be  done,  our  misfortunes  will  not  only  continue  but  in- 
ersafe  \  for  money  that  is  brought  among  us  from  the  Weft- 
Indics,  Mexico,  Havanna,  Portugal,  &c.  can  ftay  by  no 
other  means  than  confuming  fewer  foreign  commod'iiics  ; 
ibut  by  fpending  and  confuming  more  than  our  produ£lions  can 
ipay  for,  brings  on  poverty  and  ruin. 

I  Foreign  commodities,  which  by  us  ought  to  be  looked  on 
as  luxuries,  moil  certainly  impoverifli  thefe  States  by  being 
brought  in,  but  that  is  the  fault  of  our  importation,  and  there 
ilhc  mifehief  ought  by  wholefomc  laws  to  be  cured  ;  vanity  and 
luxury  fpend  them,  and  our  merchants  having  imported  and 
vended  them,  our  money  muft  go  to  pay  for  them ;  but  as 
that  alone  will  not  do,  our  lands  have  been,  and  are  every 
day  fold  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

The  Americans,  fays  Mr.  Locke,  who  are  rich  in  land  are 
poor  in  all  the  comforts  of  life,  W’hom  nature  having  fur- 
nHhed  as  liberally  as  any  other  people,  with  the  materials  of 
plenty,  a  fruitful  foil,  apt  to  produce  what  ought  to  ferve  for 
food,  raiment,  and  delight,  yet  for  want  of  improvement, 
have  not  the  conveniencies  that  we  in  England  enjoy. 

This  he  faid  of  the  native  Indians  of  America,  who  had 
never  an  opportunity  of  knowledge,  or  theufeof  iron\  But 
that  Britons  who  planted  themfelvcs  here,  and  brought  with 
them  arts  and  fcienccs,  fliould  not  be  able  in  one  of  the  befl 
countries,  fituated  in  the  mofl:  dcfirable  climate  under  Heaven, 
whofe  very  forefts  abound  with  natural  plenty,  w^hofe  luxuriant 
foil  refufes  not  to  yield  any  fruits  that  its  owner  demands,  and 
is  aftually  capable  of  any  produftions  that  any  part  of  the 
world  is  known  to  afford,  and.  which  in  great  mcafure  expe- 
ritHcc  has  demonftrated  ;  for  this  we  can  venture  to  affert, 
that  whatever  has  been  introduced  here  from  Europe,  or  from 
under  the  tropic,  to  this  Continent,  flourifh  here.  That  fuch 
a  country  then  fliould  have  rccourfe  to  Europe,  and  even  the 
mod  dcfpicable  corners  of  it,  and  through  them  to  Afia^  in 
order  to  clothe  themfelves,  is  fuch  a  conduct  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  that  a  ftranger  unacquainted  with  thefe  fa£Is  would 
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pronounce  tlicin  Incredible;  but  Would  he  tiot  beaftonifiied 
when  he  was  told  that  the  United  States  of  Norths  America 
v/ere  according  to  the  befl  calculations  above  five  millions  Her- 
ling  in  debt  to  Great-Britain,  not  only  for  her  ufeftri  goods 
(which  we  want)  but  for  filks>  chintz,  callicoc,  muflin,  tea, 
&c.  from  Afia  \  and  ‘even  for  linen  from  Silefia  and  Auftria, 
•via  London  and  Amfterdam ;  hemp,  diaper,  {faceting,  and- 
other  linens  from  Rujfta^  and  evert  from  Archangel,  {vhen 
they  have  under  their  feet  a  country,  whofe  natural  fertility 
furpafies  any  in  the  v/orld. 

But  they  prefer  ploughing  the  ocean  from  thcTomdro  the 
Frigid  Zone,  rather  than  our  fields^  and  to  fupply  a  whole 
kingdom  with  flax-feed,  and  afeerw^ds  involve  themfelvcs  in 
debt  to  that  very  peopic  for  linen :  a  people opprefled  by  their 
Lords  with  extreme  heavy  rents,  whilH  the  inhabitants  of' 
thefe  States  pay  no  rent  at  all.  But,  notwithftanding  this, 
they  chufe  to  be  in  debt,  and  to  have  their  lands  taken  from 
them,  rather  than  to’  make  their  own  linen.  ^ 

The  kingdom  of  Scotland,  which  is  by  no  meansTamons 
for  its  fertility,  having  found  that  imports  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeded  their  exports,  and  that  in  confecjucnce  grew  poor, 
did,  fo  late  anno  1746,  ellablifli  at  Edinburgh  a  Britifh 
linen  manufaftory,  or  company,  which' in  1766  ftamped  for 
fale  twelve  millions  feven  hundred  and  forty-fix  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  linen  of  their  own  manufaflory, 
the  value  of  which  v/as  five  hundred  and  feven ty  two  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-feven  pounds  flerling:  This  they 
export,  and  a  great  part  of  it  even  to  thefe  States,  and  which 
not  only  pays  for  their  foreign  wants,  but  leaves  them  a  ba¬ 
lance.  Ail  this  they  have  done  in  twenty  years,  though  moft 
of  their  flax  they  buy  from  Ruffia^  an  article  whith  we  have 
of  our  own.  ‘ 

Will  not  this  great  example,  as  Well  as  the  much  greater 
one  from  Ireland,  animate  every  friend  of  th  fe  States,  «is  well 
as  the  refpe£bve  Legt/lafttres^  to  exert  thcmfelves  in  the  de¬ 
liverance  and  falvation  of  their  country,  by  the  cflablifllnlent 
of  a  linen  manufa6i:orv,  and  in  eameft  to  fet -their  faces  againft 
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the  importation  of  every  fpccies  of  foreign’imen,  and  pard- 
6ilarly  againfl  all  Jljiatic  goods,  as  well  as  againft  thofe  of 
Holland,  Hamburgh,  and  Rullia :  Nor  is  it  any  fervice  we 
do  Kiigland  in  taking  her  luxuries,  which  we  are  unable  to 
pay  for. 

But  as  to  the  great  llaplc  of  England^  her  ^xoallen  manu¬ 
factures  and  hardware^  thofe  arc  ufeful  goods;  and  there¬ 
fore  a  moderate  importo^tion  of  them  would  be  mutually  be¬ 
neficial,  and  it  is  our  intcreft  that  fhe  alone  fhould  fupply  us- 
But  men  being  brought  up  with  the  notions  of  an  extended 
foreign  trade,  they  think  there  is  no  way  to  fortune  but 
that,  imd  therefore  more  particularly  fince  our  declared  In¬ 
dependence  ;  they,  in  purfuit  of  coTiincrce  are  exploring 
the  whole  globe,  even  from  Greenland  north,  to  Falkland* s 
IJland  fouth,  and  from  Lake  Superior  weft,  to  China  eaft;  all 
this  in  purfuit  of  imaginary  wealth,  whilfl  they  have  a  redun¬ 
dancy  of  real  wealth  in  their  own  foil ;  but  by  meansj)f  their 
fearch  after  it  in  Europe,  they  import  fuchimmenfe  quantities 
of  goods,  that  they  have  thereby  not  only  ftripped  us  of  every 
farthing  of  our  money,  but  have  and  are  daily  reducing  us  to 
the  greatefl  diflrefs.  And  though  a  very  few  may- get  rich  by 
fuch  pernicious  trade,  they  fliould  remember,  that  in  ge¬ 
neral  it  is  at  the  expence  and  ruin  of  the  States,  for  a  mer-- 
chant  may  and  often  does  get  rich  by  a  trade  that  makes  his 
country  poor  ;  as  a  proof  of  it,  wc  have  only  to  look  round 
us  and  fee  how  many  are  rolling  triumphantly  in  their  coaches 
on  the  profits  got  out  of  their  unthinking  unwary  country¬ 
men,  whofe  paternal  eftates  they  did,  and  are  feizing  by  the  law, 
and  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  have  none,  did,  heretofore,  and 
do  at  prefent  Croud  our  prifons  ;  and  which  a  few  years  be¬ 
fore  the  war  were  obliged  to  be  enlarged,  whilfi:  the  and 
noife  of  profecutions  even  tired  our  Courts  of  juflice. 

.  All  thefe  evils  are  derived  from  no  other  caufe  but  that  our 
imports  greatly  exceeding  our  exports,  the  balance  of  which 
w^s,  and  is  the  caufc  of  all  our  calamity  ;  for  a  country,  fays 
Baron  Montefquieu,  that  confiantly  exports  fewer  commo¬ 
dities' than  it  receives,  will  foon  find  the  b'alancc  finking,  it 
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v/ill  receive  lefs  an^  Icfi,  till  falling  into  ejjtremc  poverty,  it 
will  receive  none  at  all  ;  but  nekher  his  opinion,  nor  that  of 
Mr.  Locke,  and  both  confirmed  by  our  own*expeficncc,  that 
We  follow  a  lofing  and  dcdru^live  trade  to  foreign  countries,- 
is  fuilicient  to*  determine  us  to  fet  ourfelves  in  earneft  abo'jf 
curing  the  evil  ;  and  thereby  preyent  the  total  ruin  of  thefei 
States,  many  of  ^vhofe  unfortunate  inhabitants  are  prevailed 
an  to  buy  the  toys,  and?  trides  of-FramGe  and  other  countries^ 
which  rhoy  foon  find  themfelyes  unable  to  pay  for,  by  any‘ 
other  means  than  by  the  fale  of  the  belt’  edates  inthe  world, 
THEIR  LANDS.  But  oiir  diftrelTes  began  to  be  felt  before  the 
War,  and  they  pointed  out  our  miftaken  purfuits,  Vv'e  began 
to  be  alarmed';  in  confcqiicnce,  united  in  feverai  of  the  States’ 
into  focicties  cf  arts,  agriculture,  and  a  manufaiftory  of  linen^ ' 
in  which  we  fucccedcd  beyond  e^peflation  ;  but  the  famous ' 
Stamp  ACt  being  repealed,  we  diffolved  thofc  laudable-  fo- 
cieties,  and  relapfed' into  our  former  follies. 

■  I  will,  faid  Auren2ebe;  make  my  kingdom  fo  rich',  that  ’ 
that  there  fhail  he  occaiion  of  neither  hofpitals  of  prifons.*' 
This  indeed'  was  a'  refolution  becoming  a  great  Prince,  and  ‘ 


wife  legiilator  ;  who  rhemgh  he  ruled  cv-er  rsalins  burnt  up  by"  ’ 
the  fun,  in  great  rneafure  efie^led  it. 

■  Is  ir  not  then  a  reproach  to  rhefe  States,  who  are  not  only  ■ 
bleffcd  with  the  hneft'  climate',  but  the  moh  fertile  foil  under  * 


rieaveii,  to  have  occafiomof  cither  hofpitals  or  prifons,  In  a  ' 
country  whofe  cxtenflon  knows  no  hounds^  and  this  is  more 
than  the  proudefl:  and  great efl  Monatchs  on  earth  were  ever 
aide  to  fay. 

But  we  prefer  piovdeg  the  ocean  rather  than  our  fields,  and 
correfponding  with  other  nations  for  their  luxuries,  by  which 
v/e  have  brought  on  ourfelves  debts,  difficulties  and  perplexi¬ 
ties  ;  and  now  in  order  to  prevent  and  put  a  flop  to  thofe 
evils,  wliich  an  imprudent  foreign  trade  has  involved  us  in : 
What  is  the  remedy  we  mean  to  apply  I  anfwer  it  is  a  paper 
airrencj.  This  every  man  is  anxious  about  and  folicitous  for,, 
as  well  as  many  Members  of  the  refpeflive  Legiflatures,  who* 
thhik  it  would  be  a  fiivefeign  remedy  for  all  their  evils ;  but 
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in  this  I  beg  leave  to  differ  from  them,  for  I  trJr.h  tire  remedy 
would  be  much  worfe  than  the  prefent  difsaf^. ;  1  iriean  to  ex¬ 
cept  the  emilTion  of  Congrefs,  for  which  there  was  a  necef- 

ps  I  am 

the  firil  who  have  attempted  it  fince  cuv  independence. 

My  reafons  for  differing  with  the  friends  of  paper  currency 
are :  Firji^  That  it  cames  no  intrinlic  value,  that  it  is  expofed 
Qot  only  to  depreciation,  but  alfo  to  annihilaticn,  and  which 
the  whole  Continsnt  has  fatally  experienced. 

Sec<)ndly^  If  it  be  ernined  by  way  of  Lan^  the  people 
who  are  fo  extremely  fond  of  trade,  will  obtain  fach 
paper  on  -  the  fecurity  of  their  which  being  invehed  in 
[hips  and  let  af.oar,  many  of  them  eiihsr'^ox  want  of  expe¬ 
rience  or  through  misfortune,  vrculd  fcon  find  themfelves 
without  cither  land  ox ^apir -currency  :  In  ihort,  it  would  prove 
a  fnare  to  them,  nor  have  I  ever  known  or  heard  of  a  man  in 
Europe  parting  with  a  landed  efiate,  in  order  to  turn  irrer- 
chant ;  but  on  the  contrary,  merchants  always  lock  forward 
with  a  hope  of  quitting  that  uncertain  profcfTion,  in  order  to’ 
invefl  their  property  in  lands.  Emifiaons  therefore  of  paper 
rurrency  appear  to  me  the  moft  mifiaken,  and  the  mofl  fata! 
aieafure  that  we  can  polfibly  take  ;  and  will  by  no  means  re-' 
aiedy  but  inCreafc'Our  evils,  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  fupperted 

Dy  Mr.  Locke,  who  fays - 

“  That  a  law  cannot  give  to  bills  that  intrinfic  value  which 
the  univerfal  confent  of  mankind  has  given  to  filver  and 
•  gold,  which  writing  cannot  fupply  the  place  of,  becaufe 
‘  bills  are  liable  to  unavoidable  doubts,  difputcs,  and  coun- 
‘  terfeiting,  and  require  other  proof  to  allure  us  that  they 
‘  are  true  and  good  fecurity,  than  our  eyes  or  a  touchllone  : 
^  and  at  befi;  this  courfe  of  ufing  paper,  if  prafhcable,  will 
not  hinder  us  from  being  poor,  but  may  be  fufpc'flecl  of 
^  helping  to  make  us  fo,  by  keeping  us  from  feeling  our  po- 
‘  verty,  which  in  diftrefs  will  be  hire  to  find  us  with  greater 
^  difadvsmtages.l’  -  '* 


fity,  but  I  intend  not  to  go  into  politics.  Tiis  duty-' 
have  taken  upon  me  is  to  reafon  on  trade,  and  perha 
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This  has  been  fatally  experience  in  thefe  United  States  on 
lOiis  Continent,  and  Europe  has  by  no  means  efcaped  the  evils 
pf  too  much  credit,  given  to  Paper ^  witnefs  the  South  Sea 
Stock  in  England,  anno  1720,  where  though  it  was  not  a  Ic-* 
gal  tender,  yet  the  kingdom  v/ent  into  that  bubble  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  it  ruined  a  very  great  part  of  the  nation  ;  and 
the  year  before  the  famous  Mr.  formed  the  Miffifipi 
Company,  in  France,  where  the  Btlleis  de  Bank^  or  Bank 
notes,  were  eniitted  ;  the  people  who  had  been  told  of  niinea 
not  inferior  .to  thofe  of  Potoh,  fwailowed  the  gilded  bait, 
and  paid  in  their  fdver  and  gold  to  the  Exchequer,  for  ftock 
or  bank  notes,  but  in  nine  months  time  t'^ey  found  them- 
feives  dripped  of  all  their  money,  in  exchange  for  which 
they  had  paper ^  which  depreciated  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in 
a  few  months  more,  one  hundred  livres  in  paper  would  piir- 
chafe  but  eight  livres  in  filver,  and  focn  after  it  was  not  worth 
a  farthing  ;  and  this  we  have  too  fatally  experienced  on  this 
Continent. 

A  precious  raett^l  therefore,  ought  to  reprefent  the  value 
of  all  other  things,  and  in  this  all  nations  have  agreed,  that 
diver  and  gold  (hail  be  the  fign  of  it,  becaufe  it  is  durable,  and 
little  liable  to  be  counterfeited. 

But  there  are  magy  a.mong  us,  who  being  intoxicated  v.  irh 
an  cxcefs  of  trade,  fay  that  the  trade  of  England  is  extended 
by  the  immenfe  emiilions  of  bank  notes  ;  and  therefore  con- 
fider  them  as  a  paper  currency^  aliedge  their  utility.  To  which 
l  anfwer^  Tinl:,  That  they  are  payable  on  fight  at  the  Bank  in 
gold  or  filver,  which  for  want  of  ability  is  not  propofed  in 
the  American  emilTions  ;  and  fecondly,  although  they  are 
payable  at  fight,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  they  are  of  fo  great 
ufe  as  is  imagined,  my  reafon  is,  that  people  who  areembar- 
raffed  in  confequence  of  their  having  overtraded  themfelvcs, 
and  v/ho  are  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  make  promilTary  notes 
payable  at  one  or  two  months  to  their  friend,  a  man  of  credit^  ’ 
this  he  endorfes,  the  paper  is  taken  to  the  Bank,  which  is  j 
conrinually  difeounting  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum, and  which  al- ; 
v/ays  takes  care  to  have  a  good  indorfer :  The  Bank  therefore. ! 

by 
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by  this  pernicious  temporary  fuccour,  ar^e  fo  far  from  giving 
aid  to  the  adventurous  and  entcrprifmg,  that  on  the  contrary, 
I-  think  they  greatly  contribute  to  their  ruin ;  add  to  this, 
the  faith  put  in  flocks  or  national  paper:  Thofs  cf  England^ 
for  which  the  people  paid  one  hundred  pounds,  were  lafl  year, 
1785,  w’orth  no  more  than  fifty-four  pounds,  the  then  cur¬ 
rent  price,  and  of  this  floQk  there  is  above  eighty  millions 
Jlcrling. 

Paper  emifTions  in  thefc  States,  W'ill  not  only  have  a  fimilaf 
evil  cfte6t,  but  a  much  greater  ;  for  in  England  if  a  man  pof- 
feffes  an  hereditary  eflatc,  and  he  be  apt  to  build  caflles  in  the 
air,  they  in  their  fall  will  only  oveiwvhclm  himfclf;  biu  in  his 
ruin  his  fuceeflof  cannot  be  involved,  the  ellate  remains  en¬ 
tire  and  goes  to  the  next  heir  :  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  in  thefe 
States,  for  our  lands  are  confidered  and  put  on  the  fame  footing 
with  chattels. 

This  confideration  alone  ought  to  operate  on  our  minds, 
and  more  particularly  on  the  minds  of  the  Legiflature,  not  to 
v/ifh  for,  or  to  ena^l  emiiiions  of  paper  currency  ^  the  greatefe 
part  of  which  -would  be  invcfled  to  gratify  a  trade  of  luxury^ 
at  the  expence  of  the  only  intrinfic,  valuable,  permanent 
wealth  in  the  univerfe,  our  lands;  which  will  forever  give  us 
both  food  and  raiment,  and  who  on  earth  has  more  ?  This  is 
really  and  truly  riches,  which  -will  never  depart  from  us  ;  and 
this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  ingenious  Baron  Montefquieu, 
who  fays,  That  is  a  bad  kind  of  riches,  (meaning  trade) 
which  depends  on  accident,  and  not  on  the  induftry  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  on  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  above  all  on  the 
cultivation  of  its  lands.’' 

Great-Britain  from  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh  has 
had  an  increafmg  trade,  but  whether  it  has  done  it  good,  to 
me  is  doubtful,  and  therefore  I  fliall  not  take  on  me  to  deter¬ 
mine  it ;  but  this  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  national  debts  derives  its  origin  from  commercial 
wars.  The  mode  of  funding  began  in  the  reign  of  King 
'  William,  to  carry  on  his  Flanders  and  Dutch  wars,  he  left 
the  kingdom  fixteen  millidns  in  debt  ;*  Queen  Ann'e's  wars 
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.acided  thirty  nine  millions,  together  fifty -five  millions  ;  for  the 
facceeding  twenty-four  years  peace  after  her  death,  there 
*wras  but  eight  millions  paid  off,  thus  in  1739,  the  national 
debt  was  about  forty -feven  millions ;  this  year  war  was  de-. 
dared  againfl:  Spain,  and  in  anno  1744  againft  France,  which 
concluded  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  in  1748,  with  an  addition  to 
the  national  debt  of  thirty-one  millions,  it  no'w  fiood  at 
feventy-eight  millions  ;  •  and  in  1756,  war  was  again  declared 
againft  France,  and  fometiftie  after  againft  Spain ;  this  ended  by 
the  Peace  of  Fontainbleau,  anno  1762,  with  the  enormous'  ad¬ 
dition  of  fixty-eight  millions  to  the  debt. 

The  firft  of  thefe  wars  in  1739,  was  on  accoui-t  of  a  fup- 
pofed  right  to  cut  logwood  in  Honduras  ;  the  fecond  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  invafion  of  the  Colonies  back  of  Virginia,  at 
Fort  du  Quefne;  both*  of  thefe  wars,  after  a  great  variety  of 
;adventures,  flew  round  the  globe,  and  was  transferred  even 
into  the  interior  parts  of  Germany  ;  when  it  was  faid  by  that 
bold  ajfertor^  That  we  had  conquered  America  in  Ger¬ 
many.”  'The  debt  now  flood  at  one  hundred  and  forty-fix 
millions  ftrefling ;  this  was  alledged  .in  Parliament  as  infup- 
portable,  and  that  one  hundred  millions  of  it  was  inGurred  on 
account  of  America,  therefore  flie  ought  to  bear  a  part  of  the 
burden  by  taxes.  The  experiment  was  tried  by  the  Siamv> 
Afl,  &c.  which  was  oppofed  ;  force  was  ufed.  which  brought 
on  the  late  war,  and  -wliich  ended  in  an  acknowledged  Inde¬ 
pendence  of  America  ;  and  added  to  the  Hritifli  national  debt,- 
including  navy,vifl:ualiing,  and  ordnance  bills,  one  hundred  aijd 
thirty -four  millions,  the  whole  of  rhe  enormous  debt  now  is  two 
hundred  and  eighty  millmis  Jier  J  'lng!  The  like  of  which,  nor  the 
half  of  it,  was  ever  heard  of  in  any  Empire,  Kingdom,  or 
State  in  the  world  ;  the  very  iniercftof  which  is  above  eight 
millions  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  the  King  has 
another  million  for  his  civil  lift;  and  the  revenue  of  the  realm 
was  not  in  1785  quite  eleven  millions  :  Thus  there  was  left 
about  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  .for  the  army,  navy, 
building,  repairing,  penfion?,  8<c.  ‘  . 
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Under  the  weight  of  this,  and  the  enormous  taxes  impofed 
the  prefent  year,  which  are  almofl  beyond  conception,  the 
people  groan ;  taxed  for  the  light  from  Heaven,  for  being 
thrillcned,  and  another  for  being  buried,  .taxed  for  taking  a 
receipt  from  your  creditor,  and  five  pounds,  ftamp  on  your 
will,  and  two  per  cent,  on  legacies,  even  for  luring  a. 
:iorfe,  or  keeping  a  man,  or  woman  fervent  t\venry~fivc  (hil- 
ings  per  head,  and  for  keeping  five  fervanrs  thirty-five  fliillings>: 
>er  hc'ad  per  annum  ^  on  hats,  (hoes,  and  gloves,  wkh  an, 
nfinity  of  other  things  are  taxed,  and  thus  the  revenue  con-* 
ideribly  increafed,  in  order  to  pay  the  inter  eft  of  the  whole 
Tiijiakenly  hicnrrtd  national  debt,  and  which  lall  year  fold  at 
j4  per  cent,  but  now  on  account  of  peace,  is  rifen.. 

1  have  recited  thefe  latter  pai’ticulars  to  flicv;  you,  that 
his  dreadful  debt  is  originated  from  a  mijlaken  thirji  of  com- 
oerce  :  I  fay  it  fpi  ung  from  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  from  Fort  • 
lu  Quefne,  Canada,  and  the  attempt  to  tax  the  United  States 
')f  America;  her  thirft  of  trade  brought  on  her  all  thefe 
:  yars,  for  neither  fea^,  mountains  or  defarts,  can  (lop  their 
i  .mbitioD,  or  rru  th  c  right  rcafon  their  mifiaken  notions  of  • 
rade,  and  which  I  rlu’ik  is  the  only  caufc  of  their  being  funk 
ato  an  abyfs  of  iiativ)nal  debt. 

'  Let  then  the  moll  fatal  mcafures  of  Great- Britain  be  a 
^  teaming  to  tjlis  Continent,  and  to  this  State  in  particular  ;  by 
voiding  her  dreadful  miftakes  In  ranfacking  the  globe,  from  • 
‘  )taheite  to  Greenland,  and  from  Lake  Huron  to  the  Gangei , 

»  nd  beyond  it,  whilfl:  they  have  every  thing  that  they  ought  to, 
^'ififlifor  in  their  own  foil,  the  fruits  of  which  we  have  hitherto 
'1^  battered  about  the  world,  and  have  but  little  to  (hew  for  it. 

i  I  ' 

But  we  can  now  by  laws  prevent  tlic  importation  of  the 
or  ixurres  of  hurqpe  and  Afia,  and  particularly  the  dilhonor- 
lir  b!c,  the  deteftable,  and  iniquitous  trade  to  Africa,  by  en- 
iis  avitig  mankind;  a  trade  that  is  or  ought  to  be  (liocking  to 
iiman  nature,  and  at  w’hich  every  Ajnerican  in  particular, 
eft  ho  have  fought  for  liberty,  ought  to  blufh, 
yj)  But  though  I  have  faid  thus  much  againfl  a  foreign  and  per- 
;j  icious  trade,  yet  I  defire  to  be  rightly  underllood ;  a  trade 

to 
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to  climates  diffimilar  to  our  own  is  ufcful,  as  for*  inftancti,  a 
trade  to  all  the  Weft-Indies  for  their  productions,  in  exchange 
for  ours ;  a  trade  to  the  Havanna,  Vera  Cruz,  Brazil^ 
Bonnes  Ayres,  for  gold  andfilvcr  ;  alfo  to  Portugal  and.  Spain 
for  the  fame,  in  exchange  for  ftiips,  fifti,  wheat,  rice,  &c. 
ought  to  be  encouraged. 

But  I  am  c’early^pf  opinion,  that  we  ought  not  to  have 
commercial  coiineCIions  with  China^  the  Moguls  Empire^ 
dr  any  part  of  the  Eaft-indies\  They  have  for  their  luxuries 
thro’  all  antiquity,  been  a  drain  of  the  wealth  of  the  Egyptians, 
Grecians  and  Romans,  and  of  every  other  nation  that  ever  knew 
them  ;  and  fince  the  difeovery  of  anno  1492,  round  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  they  have  been  a  conftant  fucker  of  the  wealth  of 
Europe,  and  the  deftroyersof  the  manufactures  of  England,  and 
ftili  worfe,  for  herwealth  has  blinded  England  fo  far,  as  to  make 
vaft  conquefts  there  of  Bengal,  Orixa,  Bahar,  and  the  Car¬ 
natic.  In  fliorr,  of  moft  of  the  vaft  Peninfula  of  India,  and 
holding  thm  by  th^  fword  of  Britons,  Seapoys,  and  others  j 
and  building  numerous  forts  and  caftles,  as  well  as  keeping 
very  large  Britifti  fleets  there,  and  yet  amidft  all  this  parade, 
India-  ftock  has  ■long''bcen  falling  in  London,  and  the  Com¬ 
pany  immenfe  fums  in.,debt  m.India^  where  their  bends  fell  at 
3-b  per 'cent,  difeount,  at  the  fame  time  in  debt  to  the*  Go¬ 
vernment  in  England^  and  applying  for  2.  farther  loan.  But. 
though  the  Company  is  not  profperous,  nor  I  think  ufeful  to 
to  the  State,  yet  individuals,  the  adventurers  of  England,, 
by  the  fword  of  violence^  difplayed  equally  fierce  with  thofe- 
of  Pizarro  or  Cortez,  return  with  Afiatic  plunder  imraenfely 
rich  ;*  then  get  in  Parliament  to  aflift  in  overturning  the 
J^tutlon  of  their  country,  -  . 

'  All  thefe  are  well  known  but  awful  faCIs :  Is  it  then  pof- 
.fible  that  the  Legilktures  of  thefe  United"  States  will  permit 
ahrade  to  a  country  produCIivc  of  fo  many  evUs  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  his  hoped  th^y  may  be  infpired  with  rcfolutions,  abfo- 
luteiy  to  prevent  all  ‘commence  with  Afa,  That  an  American 
{bill  not  be  able  to  go  to  breakfaft  without  going. round  halij 
the  globe  for  it,  is  \m  infult  to  the  wifdbm  of  Providence J 
^ "  who  < 
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'  wIlo  has  fupplled  every  country  withzll  it;;  ^'ar^ts,  and  to  dif* 

■  cern  his  beneficent  hai;d  towards  us,  we  have  only  to  lift  up 
bur  eyes  and  look  around  us.  But  as  Britirn  arc  the  beil  in 
ilurope,  v/e  aught  always  to  prefer  her  manufactures,  and. 
never  to  forget  encouraging  our  ov/n  linen  manufactory,  and 
for  which  w’e  have  all  the  materials,  this  flrouldbe  our  fccond. 
great  obje£l  of  fiudy  and  purfiiit.  The  firfe  I  rneau  with  all 
!  lubrniiTion  to  recommend  and  ever  to  prefer,  is  agriruitur^y- 
and  which  feems  to  have  been  dictated  by  God  Hiriifeli — -Till 
the  Earth  \  and  of  this  we  have  an  inexhauftible  treafiirc,  and 
more  than  any  other  nation  on  earth  can  boa(t  of,  (Spain, 
only  excepted)  and  perhaps  frozen  Rufiia. 

Agriculture  is  the  fii^fl  and  mofi  healthful  of  all  employ¬ 
ments,  it  is  the  great  fobree  of  domefiic  riches  ;  and  v/here 
'  it  is  ncglcftcd,  whatever  \vealth  may  be  imported  from  abroad^ 
poverty  and  mifery  -will  abound  at  home,  for  fuch  is  and  ever 
I  will  be  the  fluctuating  (late  of  tradsy  that  theufands  may  be  in 
!)  full  employment  to  day,  and  in  beggary  to*morrov/  :  But  this 

I  can  never  happen  to  thofe  wTo  cultivate  tke  ground  )  they* 
can  eat  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  and  can  always  obtain  tbe> 
neceflarics  cf  life  ;  and  once  more  to  prove  the  advantages 
I  of  this  great  profejjiony  I  will  call  in  my  Lord  Bacon  to  my 
,  aid :  Agriculture,  fays  that  great  man,  is  the  mofi:  natural 
►  way  of  obtaining  riches  ;  and  when  men  of  fortune  bee-cme 
hujbandmeny.  they  often  grow  immenfelyrich,  rich  in  corn;, 
rich  in  flocks,  rich  in  herds,  iii  woods,  &c.— fo  that  the 
earth  continually  blelfes  the  profclfion  of  the  plough. ■r— 
i  And  of  late  date,  the  prefent  King  of  PrulTia,  though  bom 
I  amd  bred  under  defpotifm,  fald,  I  venerate  the  plough ^ 
much  more  than  a  Jhip,  and  it  is  my  will  that  four  inilliojts 
of  rix-dollars  be  diflributcd  on  very  mcderate  cerins,  to 
’  “  my  induflrious  and  frugal  farmers,” 

But  to  return,  having  thus  confidcred  and  I  hope  clearly 
flicwn,  that  from  our  imports  infinitely  exceeding  our  exports  is 
;  derived  all  our  calamities, andfromwhichpapercurrency  cannon 
deliver  us,  nor  can  they  be  removed  by  any  other  means  than 
1  thofe  above  mentioned,  and  for  which  we  have  almoB  every 
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materia! ;  but  notwitliftanding  tkis,  we  arc  poor  with,  a  pro- 
mrioii  of  natural  wealth  in  our  poflefiion.  That  we  are  poor 
needs  no  other  proof  than  our  Prifons^  Bankruptcies^ 
merits^  Executi@ns^  Audions^  Mortgagesy^c,  and  the  fhame- 
fui  quantity  of  bufmefs  in  our  Courts  of  Law.  From  the 
late  unhappy  war,  when  all  things  were  inverted,  when  Jinan- 
nancceringy  coniradingy  jobbingy  agency^  &c.  took  place,  difi- 
pation  brought  \ip  the  rear,  and  the  good  fenfe  o^  my  motto 
from  Mr.  Locke,  it  feems  is  quite  forgotten,  fiutf  there  are 
feme  fages  among  ns,  who  I  hope  will  vindicate  the  caufe  of 
inuthy,  and  of  their  country  i,  and  that  they  will  let  all  the 
Citizens  of  thefe  States  know,  that  Great-Britain  in  the  reign 
of  Edv/ard  the  Sixth,  fent  the  wool  of  England  to  Flanders, 
there  to  be  rnanufa^llired,  and  then  the  cloth  returned  and 
fold  to  the  Englifli,  v/hofe  true  interell  was  not  underftood  or 
purfued,  till  the  perfecution  in  the  Low  Countries  by  the 
Duke  de  Alva ;  in  confequence  thoufands  of  manufa£l:urcrs 
fled  to  England,  where  they  were  received  with  open  arms, 
from  which  time,  manufactures  increafed,  improved,  and 
drew  wealth  from  all  other  parts  of  the  world.  Let  . us  then 
avoid  the  former  ignorance  of  Great-Britain,  as  well  as.  her 
Tiicdeir  'n  mijtakesy  and  adopt  that  part  of  her  prefent  policy, 
which  ‘gi^s  prpteftion,  countenance  and  cncouragferfifent  to 
arts  and  fcieaces.  .  .  .  •  . 

But  we  are  not  without  many  perfons  among  us  who  aifert, 
that  we  can  import  goods  from  France,  Holland,  Hamburgh, 
India,  &c.  cheaper  than  we  can  make  them ;  and  therefore 
conclude,  that  it  is  our  inter  eft  to  encourage  fuch  .importation  ; 
but  in  order  to  convince,  them  of  their  dangerous  inifUkCa  I 
will  fuppofe  a  piece  of  Dutch  or  Irlfh  linen  cofts  lU  Europe  , 
forty,  (hillings,  which,  muft  be  paid  for  either  in  our  money 
or  produce ;  but  if  a  piece  of  equal  quality  be  our  own 
manufafture,  and  although  it  cofts  more  per  yard,  it  never- 
tltelefs  is  fo  much  clear  gain  to  the  State,  becaufc  the  flax  and 
labour  of  which  it  is  compofed  are  our  own,  but  in  the  firft 
cafe  neither  one  or  the  other  ;  and  this  being  equally  true  in  . 
all  othen goods,  moft-of  which  are  made  or  prepared b;^  wbifien 
and  childr^,  it  is  therefore  fo  much  clear  gain.  But 
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•  But  if’  v/c  poffclTed  an  inhofpitable  climate  and  flcrlle  foiL 
which  rcfufcd  us  either  the  neccffarics  or  conveniences  of  life, 
the  arguments  of  fuch  advocates  for  a  foreign  trade  would 
have  fomc  foundation  to  Hand  on  j  and  infiich  cafe,  itVf’ouIa 
be  prudent  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Dutch,  in  beconiing 
the  carriers  to  other  nations,  and  with  fuch  gain  to  procure 
to  ourfclves  what  we  (land  in  need  of;  hut  as  we  are  blcffcd 
with  a  country  excelled  by  none,  and  equalled  but  by  few, 
iour  real  intrinfic  wealth  therefore  hes  ih  our  foil ;  provICorH 
We  have  enough  :  We  ought  therefore  to  turn  our  attenticn 
more  :o  the  growth  ot  Ha>:  and  rhefe  wdth  many  ether 

^aw  materials  well  mauufaftured  will  fupply  all  our  want;  , 
but  inffcad  of  fuch  dcreeif ic  trade,  which  would  be  attendetl 
with  peace,  plenty,  happinefs,  and  independence  on  other 

! countries ;  I  fay  rather  than  do  this,  we  chufc  to  ranfack  more 
than  half  the  glebe,  and  in  purfuit  of  fuch  things  as  we  can 
roduce  in  our  own  country,  and  for  others  which  we  can  do 
ithout,  fuch  as  inhgniScant  cuiTants,  oli7es,.capers,  figs,  &c. 
i|ro  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  there  expofe  our  property  to  be  ta- 
en  by  the  Barbary  corfairs,  which  we  have  already  felt,  and 
ur  citizens  to  be  carried  into  fiavery  to  Morocco,  Algiers,  and 
fipoii  for  life,  and  which  they  arc  now  fufiering  for  our* 
I  folly  in  fearch  of  the  above  very  trifling  luxuries  ;  in 
^ which,  if  vre  perfifl,  we  mull  rcfblve  to  become  tributary 
pirates. 


^  But  in  order  the  better  to  illuflrate  my  meaning,  I  will* 
j/uppofe  you.  Sir,  to  be  a  linen  manufafturcr  in  any  one  of 
^hefc' States,  by  which  you  would  have  the  pleafure  of  cm- 
[  cloying  and  giving  bread  to  fpinners,  weavers,  &c.  your  af- 
>  hits  would  all  be  under  your  eye,  and  in  a  narrow  compafs,' 
which  every  wife  man  would  chufe  ;  you  would  lead  a  tran¬ 
quil,  unembarrafled  life,  and  could  not  fail  of ’getting  rich. 

i  will  now  fuppofe  rayfelf  a  merchant,  with  a  ware-houfe 
^11  of  Afiatic  goods,  as  well  as  thofe  of  France,  Holland, 
md  Hamburgh,  which  arc  ail  loaded  with  commilTion,  freight¬ 
age,  infurance,  and  many  other  charges  ;  Thcfc  goods  I  fell, 
iii  erder  to  -  make  payment  i  build  Hoops  to  trade  to  the 

Weft-Indies, 
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VyTcd-lBdi^s  for  mcfaifcs  ' rais  I  diftil/  and  fend  the  .rum.  to 
Newfoundland,  exekangs  it  for  Mi,  and  fend  that  to  Spain 
.or  Portugal,  in  order;frcm  thence  to  make ' payment  to  Eu» 
Tope  ;  or  1  kvxd  my  rum  to  Africa,  and  exchange  it  (horrid 
to  tell)  for  imhappy  ilaves-,  and  fend  them  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  in  order  to  obtain  . a  bill  of  exchange  to  remit  to 
ropel  k  does-  nor  rt%uii"e  much  fagacity  to  fee,  that  all  thefe 
^ventures  are  full  oft  anxiety,  rifq-ue,  and  difafter  ;  my  yeftei^ 
are  expofed-  to  hurricanes.  Mi  is  a  very  perifhable  commodity, 
and  ilaves  often  rife  on  the  coaft,  or  die  in  the  paflage  ;  if  any 
one  of  thefe  raisfoncunes  happens,  1  am  unable  to  pay  my 
European  creditor.  would  not  any  man,  who  will  allow 

‘himfclpa  moment's  reftedLion,  chufe  to  avoid  fucli  a  precarious 
profeftioii,'  and  embrace  that  of  a  linen.  manufa(fturer,  which: 
would  not  only  be  attended  with  more  peace  and  ferenity,  and 
a  much  greater  probability  of  fortune  too,  but  he  v/ould  alfo 
acqiiire:grcat  as  being  an  cncour^ger  of  arts,  and  the 

author  of  plenty.  In  ftiort,  to  ufe  a  homely  expreffion,  our 
<tondu6l  is  hkc  t^atoof  the  butcher^  who  run  about  in 
Tearelrbf  his  knife  when  he  had  it  in  his  mouth." 

If  it  be  fald  ihat  my  plan  narrows  cur  navigation,  and  will 
reduce  the  liumber  of  our  feamen  ;  to  this  I  arfwer^  that, 
added  to  our  mutual  intercourfe  on  our  own  Peas,  ive  have  all 
theEnglifh,  Dutch.  jFrerxlrr'Spanilh,  and  Danifh  'Wcft-lndies 
to  trade  to;  in  fliort,  to  ^all  the  ■weftern  hemifphere,  or  new 
world.  I  hope  this  will  be  thought  fea  room  enough,  without 
going  to  Africa,  or  Afia  ;  and  that  wc  may  drop  the  idea  ot 
fendiag  and  maiiitcvining  at.  great  expence  AmbMadors  and 
Agents  at  the  diiPerent  Courts  of  Piurope,  and  with  whom 
we  liave  no  bufuiefs,  nor  ought  to  have;  England  only  cx' 
f^ptc^d^  from  v/hence  we  originated,  and  laying  afidc  our  late 
animofity  live  in  peace  with  her. 

To  conclude,  if,  from  what  has  been  faid,  it  appears  that 
we  have,  in  our  commercial  purfuits,  been  very  much  mifta- 
ken ;  and  if  wc  chufe  to  continue  to  indulge  ourfelves  in  the 
luxuries  and  expcnfive  goods  of  Cbhwy  India,  and  Eu7'ope, 
Qn!y  bee aufe  they  comQ  from  Ptr,  and  a:  dear  ;-ates5  p:othing 

but 
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but  inevkiblc  ruin  Will  be  the  confequence ;  m  order  to  avoid 
which,  we  have  no  other  cffe^lual  means  or  remedy  for  all 
thofe  evils,  but  that  of  reducing  our  imports  and  encreafing 
.our  exports^  the  latter  being  properly  encouraged  by  the  re- 
fpcctive  Lcgiflaturcs,  will  not  only  prevent  the  feizure  and 
fale  of  cur  eftates,  bankruptcies-  and  ruin,  but  it  will,  ini 
‘particular  manner,  operate  on  and  cjtiinguilh  our  national 
debt,  the  burthen  of  which  is  the  great  caufe  of  the  uneafmefs 
and  complaint  among  us ;  and,  in-order  to  extricate  ourfelvcs 
from  it,  the  States  have  impofed  various  duties  on  merchan- 
dizedniported.— With  fubmiflionto  th^ir  fuperior  judgment, 
I  think  they  are  miflaken ;  for  fuch  taxes,  or  duties,  operate 
little  on  the  foreigner,  and  none  on  the  importer,  but  on  the 
people;  for  the  merchant  will  take  care  of  himfelf;  he  will 
add  the  duty  to  the  price ;  therefore  the  confumer  only  pays 
the  duty.  To  remedy  this,  fuch  duty  fhould  amount  almoft: 
to  a  prohibition,  (always  excepting  the  goods  of  England) 
and  then  only  our  exports  will  exceed  our  imports ;  the  ba¬ 
lance  then  in  our  favor  would  foon  enable  us  to  pay  off  our 
national  debt,  which  can  never  be  done  with  paper ^  or,  I 
think,  by  any  other  means  whatever,  than  thofe  above. 

And,  finally,  by  thefe  means  we  {hall  prevent  the  de<kruc- 
tion  of  our  people  by  wars  with  other  nations,  v/hich  an  infa¬ 
tuated  defire  for  ufelefs  and  lumriom  trade  will  certainly  lead 
us  into,  but  w'hich  I  hope  the  wifdom  of  the  refpeflivc  Lcgif- 
latures  will  prevent. 

F  I  N  I  s; 
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